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Agenda 
 

The Indicator workshop of HELCOM Expert Network on Benthic Habitats (EN BENTHIC WS 1-2020) will take 
place on 16 March 2020 in Copenhagen, Denmark at the premises of Ministry of Environment and Food 
(Holmens Kanal 42). The Workshop will start at 9.00 and is expected to end by 17.00.  

The Workshop is dedicated to the development of the seafloor and benthic habitats HELCOM indicators and 
assessment. The workshop will build on discussions that took place in the future work on HELCOM indicators 
(e.g. the prioritization and work plans, as approved in HOD 57 (see outcomes paragraphs 4.46-4.51, and 
relevant documents)). The work should also consider other relevant processes, for example the ongoing 
processes under the EU TG Seabed, and how the proposed indicators address the requirements of the Marine 
Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD) Descriptors and Criteria (Commission Decision (EU) 2017/848), for 
those HELCOM Contracting Parties that are also EU Member States. 

Agenda Item 1 Physical loss and disturbance  

The Workshop is invited to take note of a presentation on WKBEDPRES1 and BEDLOSS and the related ICES 
scientific guidance, as presented by Sebastian Valanko, ICES.  

The workshop will consider the open issues, including but not limited to the following: 

- How loss (e.g. MSFD D6C1) and disturbance (e.g. MSFD D6C2) will be assessed in HOLAS III 
- The availability of data layers and relevant data flows (national and regional scale) 
- Using Baltic Sea Pressure Index map layers in the assessment 
- Identifying data gaps 
- How to ensure good spatial data layers  
- Data related aspects which need preparation and data streams required 

The Workshop will consider and agree on a way forward related to assessing loss and disturbance. 

Agenda Item 2 Disturbed (adversely affected) and lost area 

The Workshop is invited to take note of a presentation on the methodology and approach for the 
‘Cumulative impact on benthic biotopes’ indicator, and the German test case, as presented by Germany.  

The Workshop is invited to take note of the preliminary application of the indicator in Swedish waters, as 
presented by Antonia Nyström-Sandman.  

The Workshop is invited to consider the open issues, including: 
- dataflows, ensuring compatibility with other parts of the assessment (e.g. physical 

loss/disturbance, as above) 
- categorization of the impacts  
- the possibility to have buffer distances agreed in HELCOM as a default setting if no specific data are 

available  
- appropriate assessment scale for the indicator  
- threshold value setting per habitat type and assessment unit for disturbance (e.g. MSFD D6C3) and 

loss (e.g. MSFD D6C4) 
- using cumulative loss, not loss per assessment cycle 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/INDICATOR%20WS%202-2019-676/MeetingDocuments/Workplan%207%20Benthic%20habitats_Work%20Plan%20for%20future%20work%20on%20HELCOM%20indicators.docx
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2057-2019-620/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HOD%2057-2019.pdf
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- how to handle historical loss 
- further data processing in order to improve the spatial and temporal resolution 

 

The Workshop is invited to consider how the methodology applied in the Cumulative impact on benthic 
biotopes indicator achieves relevant policy requirements (e.g. MSFD D6C3). 

The Workshop is invited to agree on the use of Cumulative impact on benthic biotopes indicator in HOLAS 
III assessment and make a plan how to finalize the indicator for HOLAS III. 

Agenda Item 3 Condition of habitat 

The Workshop is invited to take note of a presentation on overview and details of ‘Condition of benthic 
habitats’ indicator as presented by Georg Martin, Estonia.  

The Workshop is invited to take note of a presentation on the Benthic quality index (BQI) indicator as 
presented by Henrik Nygård, Finland. 

Other relevant presentations may be added later.  

The Workshop is to consider: 

- Should BQI and hard bottom indicator, and other relevant data, be incorporated to the Condition of 
Benthic habitats indicator 

- What parameters are needed, available and applicable 
- Availability of national and regional data 
- What would be the minimum requirements for the indicator 
- How can confidence be assessed to reflect the data quality incorporated 

The Workshop is invited to agree if separate indicator(s) for hard substrate are needed, on the 
development of vegetation-based indicator for hard bottoms, and if it is decided that the indicator should 
be developed, consider and agree on a process to forward the issue. 

The Workshop is invited to consider and agree on the developing of the ‘Condition of benthic habitats’ 
indicator (e.g. to address MSFD D6C5) and, if it is decided that the indicator should be developed, consider 
and agree on a process to forward the issue. 

The Workshop will discuss the selection of species and biotopes to be assigned to the benthic broad habitat 
types used for assessment, that are representative of a given ecosystem component (broad habitat type) 
and are relevant for assessment of state/impacts. 

The Workshop will discuss the principles for aggregation or representation of species or biotopes to their 
corresponding broad habitat types  
 

Agenda Item 4 Defining and setting threshold values 

4.1 Defining adverse effects 
An appropriate way to define adverse effects on benthic habitats and habitat-types needs to be considered, 
particularly in the light of setting appropriate threshold values. 

The Workshop is to consider: 

- How species and functionality (including in broader ecosystem role) should be considered in the 
assessment 
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- How can adverse effects be defined and what measurable parameters could be used to indicate 
adverse effects 

- How can these components be reflected in the overall assessment on the condition of benthic 
habitats 

4.2 Approaches for proposing threshold values 
Appropriate threshold values are also required for the spatial extent of each habitat type which is adversely 
affected by physical disturbance (e.g. MSFD D6C3), maximum allowable loss of habitat type (e.g. MSFD 
D6C4), and the proportion of natural habitat type extent that can not be impacted adversely by 
anthropogenic pressures (e.g. MSFD D6C5). 

4.3 Impact of assessment scales on threshold values 
The Workshop will consider: 

- The appropriate scale for the assessment (for each indicator) 
- Area based assessments and per habitat type assessments 
- Minimum data requirements and confidence 
- How to integrate data of different qualities in common assessment areas 

Agenda Item 5 Assessment of Benthic habitats for HOLAS III 

The Workshop will define what is the optimal assessment, and confirm the constellation of indicators to be 
ready for HOLAS III (i.e. autumn 2021), keeping crosscutting issues in mind. 

The Workshop will draft a clear plan and timeline for the work, including division of task for development 
and consolidation of benthic indicators. 

Agenda Item 6 Any other business 

The Workshop will consider what information/questions might be valuable to present to EU TG SEABED 3. 

The Workshop will update the Terms of Reference workplan for EN BENTHIC with regards to indicator 
development, as needed.  
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